
Good Shabbos and Good Yom Tov, 

We are now entering the last phase of a power-packed month. Beginning with the
solemnity of the High Holidays, we entered the new year of 5783 with prayer and
purity. Sukkot followed. where we celebrate our relationship with G-d by spending
time together in the Sukkah, emphasising the unity of the Jewish people. 

Finally, we enter the final days of Shmini Atzeret and Simchat Torah, a time of
pure unbridled celebration. We celebrate what bonds us to Hashem, our holy
Torah. We do this not by delving into the study of the Torah but by taking the
Torah scrolls and dancing with them. Simchat Torah reminds us that we are all
connected to the Torah, regardless of our level of knowledge and understanding.
As we celebrate this precious gift of our holy Torah this coming week, I invite you
all to commit to deepening your knowledge of the Torah. 

Today, Torah is available in many languages and mediums, covering every
possible topic. Listen to a podcast, read an article, or come to shul to hear the
reading of the Torah every Shabbat or once a month. Join a shiur or start a shiur
in your own home or office (Temmi and I will be happy to share words of Torah). 
Wishing you a Shabbat Shalom and a Chag Sameach! May we find joy and
meaning in the Torah! 

Rabbi Motti Hadar 

PINE STREET SHUL 
SHMOOZE Shabbat Chol Hamoed Sukkot 

Shmini Atzeret 
Simchat Torah  5783

בס״ד

Blessings for Shmini Atzeret and Simchat Torah Candle lighting
ל יֹום טֹוב ָּנוּ ְלַהְדִליק ֵנר ׁשֶ ִמְצֹוָתיו, ְוִצו נוּ ּבְ ׁשָ ר ִקּדְ ה ֲא-דָֹני ֱא-לֵֹהינוּ ֶמֶלְך ָהעֹוָלם, ֲאׁשֶ רוְּך ַאּתָ ּבָ

ֶּה יָענוּ ִלְזַמן ַהז ָמנוּ ְוִהּגִ ְּ ֶהֱחיָנוּ ְוִקי ה ֲא-דָֹני ֱא-לֵֹהינוּ ֶמֶלְך ָהעֹוָלם, ׁשֶ רוְּך ַאּתָ ּבָ
 1) Bah-rookh ah-tah ah-doh-noi eh-loh-hay-noo meh-lekh hah-oh-lahm ah- 

shehr ki-deh-shah-noo beh-mitz-voh-tahv veh-tzee-vah-noo leh-hahd-lik nayr 
shehl yohm tohv.
2) Bah-rookh ah-tah ah-doh-noi eh-loh-hay-noo meh-lekh hah-oh-lahm sheh- 
heh-kheh-yah-noo veh-kee-mah-noo ve-hig-ee-yah-noo liz-mahn hah-zeh.

Candle lighting times
Friday, 14 October: 17:56
Shabbat Ends: 18:46

Sunday, 16 October: 17:57 
Monday, 17 October: 18:47 (from an existing flame)
Yom Tov ends: Tuesday, 18 October, 18:48 



SHABBAT CHOL HAMOED PARSHA SUMMARY

SHABBAT CHOL HAMOED HAFTORAH SUMMARY

G‑d agrees to Moses' request that His presence only dwell amongst the Jews. Moses requests to be
shown G‑d's glory. G‑d agrees, but informs Moses that he will only be shown G‑d's "back," not G‑d's
"face."

G‑d tells Moses to carve new tablets upon which G‑d will engrave the Ten Commandments. Moses
takes the new tablets up to Mt. Sinai, where G‑d reveals His glory to Moses while proclaiming His
Thirteen Attributes of Mercy.

G‑d seals a covenant with Moses, assuring him again that His presence will only dwell with the Jews.
G‑d informs the Jewish people that He will drive the Canaanites from before them. He instructs them
to destroy all vestiges of idolatry from the land, not to make molten gods, to refrain from making any
covenants with its current inhabitants, to sanctify male firstborn humans and cattle, and not to cook
meat together with milk.

The Jews are commanded to observe the three festivals — including the holiday of Sukkot, "the festival
of the ingathering, at the turn of the year." All males are commanded to make pilgrimage to "be seen
by G‑d" during these three festivals.

The maftir, from the Book of Numbers, discusses the public offerings brought in the Temple on this
day of Sukkot.

Ezekiel 38:18-39:16.

The subject of the haftorah of this Shabbat is the war of Gog and Magog that will precede the
Final Redemption. Its connection to the holiday of Sukkot is that according to tradition the war
will take place during the month of Tishrei, the month when the holiday of Sukkot falls. In
addition, this war is identical to the one described in the fourteenth chapter of Zachariah, the
haftorah read on the first day of Sukkot, which concludes by saying that the gentile survivors of
this war will be required to go to Jerusalem every year on the holiday of Sukkot to pay homage
to G‑d.

The prophet describes Gog's war against Israel and G‑d's furious response. G‑d will send an
earthquake, pestilence, great floods and hailstones and fire—utterly destroying Gog's armies.

"And I will reveal Myself in My greatness and in My holiness and will be recognized in the eyes of
many nations, and they will know that I am the Lord. . . . I will make known My Holy Name in the
midst of My people Israel, and I will no longer cause My Holy Name to be profaned, and the
nations will know that I, the Lord, am holy in Israel."

The haftorah concludes by  saying that the weaponry of the defeated armies of Gog will provide
fuel for fire for seven years! The Jews "shall carry no wood from the fields nor cut down any
from the forests, for they shall make fires from the weapons."



THE SUKKAH IS NOW      BY TZVI FREEMAN
 The sukkah is a strange place. Do it by the book and you’ll be sitting at your most 

elegant furniture with the finest linen tablecloth, your most expensive porcelain and 
silverware set before you, as though this were your palace where you will rule forever. 
Until you look up.
When you do look up, you’ll see your roof is a precarious assemblage of disposable 
organic inedibles that provide little if any protection from the rain, easily blown away 
with the first strong wind.
And, by the book, you have to look up. Tell me, of what does this remind you? In what 
other temporary structures do we live as though they were permanent?
I can think of two: Our bodies. And the biosphere of planet Earth.
Our bodies, because for the first 40 years of the journey called life, most of us will not 
even consider the specter of a final stop. It is simply too overwhelming for us to 
digest: There was a time when I did not exist, and there will be a time when this “I” 
into which I have invested so much will simply vanish. And so, rather than come to 
terms with our mortality, most of us sit through life as though the movie never ends.
So too the biosphere. Something about it—or about us—provides the impression that 
as there is today, so there will always be water to drink, oxygen to breathe, fish in the 
sea and elephants roaming the savanna. As a child relies upon its loving and forgiving 
parents, so we trust the earth will never cease to grant us its bounty or to accept the 
garbage we bury in its bowels. We nod to the data that screams otherwise, bow our 
heads to the experts—yet something of our human intuition will not let us to absorb 
the notion that this world that fostered us could somehow be vulnerable to our 
actions. So we continue living upon it as though it were an absolute, as though the 
very act of existence assumes that this shall always be.
Until we look up. And there will always be those events in life that force us to look up.
Once you look up and come to the realization that we are travelers on a finite road, 
that nothing shall ever return as it was, that there is not a single object onto which 
you can grasp and rely with utter confidence, for none of it will ever be truly real— 
once you know all this, how then should you live?
You might say, “Who needs this transient world, this dark pit of nothingness? Let me 
escape to a higher reality. Let me ignore as much as possible this mirage of life.”
As many enlightened people before you have said.
Yet the Torah asks otherwise. That were you to be the most enlightened being, still 
you must live in this disposable hut as though it were your permanent home. You 
must embrace this fleeting moment, celebrate it and cherish it as though nothing else 
exists, knowing that everything was created for this moment alone, that its Creator 
eagerly awaits the act of beauty you might do here and now, within this body and 
upon this magnificent planet.
Know that this moment will never return, and treasure it as eternity.

https://www.chabad.org/search/keyword_cdo/kid/193/jewish/Freeman-Tzvi.htm


Question:
In our synagogue, we read the book of Kohelet on Sukkot. I believe it’s called 
“Ecclesiastes” in English. What is the reason for this custom?
Response:
A major theme of Kohelet is the futility of mundane pursuits and pleasures, and the 
search for deeper meaning to life. Sukkot is also known as Chag ha-Asif—the Festival 
of Ingathering. It’s the time of year when the harvest has ended, and the crops are 
gathered and stored for the coming year. It’s a moment of great satisfaction, as one 
can see the fruits of his labor before him.
Kohelet shakes our contentment with the reminder that mundane accomplishments 
are fleeting and empty. Even at the close of the harvest, we must seek real 
achievement and fulfillment.
Sukkot itself demonstrates this theme by the commandment to live in temporary 
dwellings. We move outside our home, which provides a sense of permanence and 
comfort, and instead dwell in a flimsy hut. This recalls the transience of physicality, 
as does the book of Kohelet.

FOOD FOR THOUGHT...

Simchat Torah is the grand 
finale of a season that began 
with the solemn repentance 
of Rosh Hashanah and Yom 
Kippur and then transitioned 
into the joy of Sukkot and 
Simchat Torah. The sages 
compare this final day to the 
following analogy: A king 
threw a grand feast for seven 
days. All citizens of the 
kingdom were invited for the 
seven days of partying. He 
then told his loved ones: We 
have fulfilled our duty to the 
citizenry. Now let me and you 
continue with what remains.
This is our final party with 
G‑d before we enter the year 
ahead, supercharge and 
inspired by the holiday.

https://www.chabad.org/library/bible_cdo/aid/15779/jewish/Ecclesiastes.htm
https://www.chabad.org/library/article_cdo/aid/4126/jewish/Sukkot.htm


SHMINI ATZERET PARSHA SUMMARY

SHMINI ATZERET HAFTORAH SUMMARY

Deuteronomy 14:22-16:17; Numbers 29:35

A tenth of all produce is to be eaten in Jerusalem, or else exchanged for money with 
which food is purchased and eaten there. On certain years this tithe is given to the 
poor instead. Firstborn cattle and sheep are to be offered in the Temple and their 
meat eaten by the Kohen (priest).
The mitzvah of charity obligates a Jew to aid a needy fellow with a gift or loan. On the 
Sabbatical year (occurring every seventh year) all loans are to be forgiven. All 
indentured servants are to be set free after six years of service.
The portion then mentions the laws of the three pilgrimage festivals — Passover, 
Shavuot and Sukkot — when all should go to "see and be seen" before G‑d in the Holy 
Temple.
G‑d declares that the eighth day will be the festival of Shemini Atzeret, one bullock is 
offered, together with a ram and seven lambs. With each of the animals is brought the 
prescribed meal, wine and oil supplements: three tenths of an efah of fine flour, and 
half a hin each of wine and oil, per bullock; two tenths of an efah of flour and a third 
of a hin of each of the liquids for each ram; and one tenth and one quarter 
respectively for each lamb.

I Kings 8:54-66.
The setting for the haftorah for the holiday of Shemini 
Atzeret is the dedication of the first Holy Temple by King 
Solomon. The dedication was a seven-day festive affair, 
which was immediately followed by the seven festive 
days of the holiday of Sukkot. And then, as we read in 
this haftorah, on the "eighth day" (i.e., Shemini Atzeret), 
Solomon sent the people off to their homes.
The reading opens immediately after King Solomon 
concludes a lengthy public prayer to G‑d. He then 
blesses the assembled Jewish people and encourages 
them to follow G‑d's will and observe the 
commandments—it is this blessing that occupies the 
bulk of the reading.
The King then inaugurates the Holy Temple by bringing 
various offerings: peace offerings, burnt offerings, and 
meal and fat offerings. And then, "on the eighth day he 
dismissed the people, and they blessed the King and 
went to their homes, rejoicing and delighted of heart for 
all the goodness that G‑d had wrought for David His 
servant and for Israel His people."

https://www.chabad.org/library/article_cdo/aid/4066879/jewish/15-Facts-Every-Jew-Should-Know-About-Jerusalem.htm
https://www.chabad.org/library/article_cdo/aid/4266406/jewish/Maaser-Tithing-in-Torah-and-Jewish-Law.htm
https://www.chabad.org/library/article_cdo/aid/144586/jewish/The-Holy-Temple.htm
https://www.chabad.org/library/article_cdo/aid/762109/jewish/Raise-Your-Hand-If-Youre-A-Kohen.htm
https://www.chabad.org/library/article_cdo/aid/1438516/jewish/Mitzvah.htm
https://www.chabad.org/library/article_cdo/aid/814118/jewish/Tzedakah-Charity.htm
https://www.chabad.org/library/article_cdo/aid/3407931/jewish/Why-Does-G-d-Not-Feed-the-Poor.htm
https://www.chabad.org/library/article_cdo/aid/562016/jewish/Shemitah.htm
https://www.chabad.org/library/article_cdo/aid/5197123/jewish/Why-Does-Torah-Mandate-Loan-Amnesty-Every-Seven-Years.htm
https://www.chabad.org/library/article_cdo/aid/305549/jewish/Torah-Slavery-and-the-Jews.htm
https://www.chabad.org/holidays/passover/default_cdo/jewish/Passover.htm
https://www.chabad.org/shavuot
https://www.chabad.org/sukkot
https://www.chabad.org/library/article_cdo/aid/433240/jewish/God.htm
https://www.chabad.org/library/article_cdo/aid/4689/jewish/Shemini-Atzeret-Simchat-Torah.htm
https://www.chabad.org/15892#v54
https://www.chabad.org/multimedia/video_cdo/aid/3577363/jewish/Learning-the-Weekly-Haftorah.htm
https://www.chabad.org/library/article_cdo/aid/433240/jewish/God.htm


SIMCHAT TORAH PARSHA SUMMARY

SIMCHAT TORAH HAFTORAH SUMMARY

On Simchat Torah ("Rejoicing of the Torah") we conclude, and begin anew, the annual
Torah-reading cycle. First we read the Torah section of V'zot HaBerachah, which
recounts the blessings that Moses gave to each of the twelve tribes of Israel before 
his death. Echoing Jacob's blessings to his twelve sons five generations earlier, Moses 
assigns and empowers each tribe with its individual role within the community of 
Israel.
V'zot HaBerachah then relates how Moses ascended Mount Nebo from whose summit 
he saw the Promised Land. "And Moses the servant of G‑d died there in the Land of 
Moab by the mouth of G‑d... and no man knows his burial place to this day." The Torah 
concludes by attesting that "There arose not a prophet since in Israel like Moses, 
whom G‑d knew face to face... and in all the mighty hand and the great awesome 
things which Moses did before the eyes of all Israel."
Immediately after concluding the Torah, we begin it anew by reading the first chapter 
of Genesis (the beginning of next Shabbat's Torah reading) describing G‑d's creation 
of the world in six days and His ceasing work on the seventh—which He sanctified and 
blessed as a day of rest.

Joshua 1:1-18.
This week's Haftorah describes Joshua's succession of his master Moses, whose passing is 
discussed in the Torah reading.
G‑d reveals Himself to Joshua, and appoints him as Moses' successor. G‑d encouraged Joshua to 
lead the Israelites in to the Holy Land. "Every place on which the soles of your feet will tread I 
have given to you, as I have spoken to Moses. From this desert and Lebanon to the great river, 
the Euphrates, all the land of the Hittites to the great sea westward shall be your boundary." 
G‑d assures Joshua that He will be with him just 
as He was with Moses and encourages him to 
be strong and brave, to study the Torah 
constantly and keep it close, so that he may 
succeed in all his endeavors.
Joshua orders his officers to prepare the Jewish 
people to cross the Jordan River. He then tells 
the members of the tribes of Reuben, Gad and 
half the tribe of Manasseh, who had chosen to 
settle on the eastern bank of the Jordan, to go 
and assist their brethren in the conquest of the 
Canaanite mainland, after which they would 
return to their plot of land. The Jewish people 
pledge their allegiance to Joshua: "Just as we 
obeyed Moses in everything, so shall we obey 
you. Only that the L-rd your G‑d be with you as 
He was with Moses."

https://www.chabad.org/library/article_cdo/aid/4689/jewish/Shemini-Atzeret-Simchat-Torah.htm
https://www.chabad.org/library/article_cdo/aid/1426382/jewish/Torah.htm
https://www.chabad.org/parshah/default_cdo/aid/36242/jewish/VZot-HaBerachah.htm
https://www.chabad.org/library/article_cdo/aid/73398/jewish/Moses.htm
https://www.chabad.org/library/article_cdo/aid/3798842/jewish/12-Tribes-of-Israel-The-Shevatim.htm
https://www.chabad.org/library/article_cdo/aid/246645/jewish/Moses-Passing.htm
https://www.chabad.org/library/article_cdo/aid/4888866/jewish/Moses-Blessing-and-Jacobs-Blessing.htm
https://www.chabad.org/library/article_cdo/aid/588018/jewish/Israel.htm
https://www.chabad.org/library/article_cdo/aid/433240/jewish/God.htm
https://www.chabad.org/library/article_cdo/aid/606154/jewish/Who-was-the-greatest-prophet.htm
https://www.chabad.org/library/article_cdo/aid/2562/jewish/The-Awesome-Thing.htm
https://www.chabad.org/library/article_cdo/aid/2562/jewish/The-Awesome-Thing.htm
https://www.chabad.org/library/article_cdo/aid/4305074/jewish/Why-Say-Chazak-After-Finishing-a-Book-of-Torah.htm
https://www.chabad.org/library/bible_cdo/aid/8165/jewish/Chapter-1.htm
https://www.chabad.org/library/bible_cdo/aid/8165/jewish/Chapter-1.htm
https://www.chabad.org/parshah/default_cdo/aid/7781/jewish/Bereshit.htm
https://www.chabad.org/library/article_cdo/aid/246605/jewish/Creation-of-the-World.htm
https://www.chabad.org/library/article_cdo/aid/246605/jewish/Creation-of-the-World.htm
https://www.chabad.org/library/article_cdo/aid/633659/jewish/What-Is-Shabbat.htm
https://www.chabad.org/15892#v54
https://www.chabad.org/15892#v54
https://www.chabad.org/15892#v54
https://www.chabad.org/15892#v54
https://www.chabad.org/15892#v54
https://www.chabad.org/15892#v54
https://www.chabad.org/15892#v54
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Simsy Aarons, Father to Jonathan and Gordon Aarons and Meryl Melkin                       Saturday, 20 Tishrei, 15 October 

Iris Shocher, observed by Gloria Berkowitz                                                                          Saturday, 20 Tishrei, 15 October

Phyllis Sussman, mother to Mark Sussman                                                                          Saturday, 20 Tishrei, 15 October

David Wilken, father to Irma Kurlansky                                                                                 Saturday, 20 Tishrei, 15 October

Benita Abkin, mother to Michelle Stein                                                                                   Sunday, 21 Tishrei, 16 October

Joe Cohen, husband to Zena Cohen and father to Jacky Bellon                                          Sunday, 21 Tishrei, 16 October 

Bessie Davidson, mother to Norman Davidson                                                                      Sunday, 21 Tishrei, 16 October

Pauline Pasvolsky, mother to Felicia Krengel                                                                         Sunday, 21 Tishrei, 16 October 

Gertie Singer, mother to Fay Arluk                                                                                            Sunday, 21 Tishrei, 16 October 

Golda Hellig, mother to Mike Hellig                                                                                          Monday, 22 Tishrei, 17 October 

Morris Kessel, father to Wolf Kessel                                                                                         Monday, 22 Tishrei, 17 October 

Hugo Shwabacher, father to Alfie Shwabacher                                                                      Monday, 22 Tishrei, 17 October 

Sam Goldblatt, father to Phyllis Rubin                                                                                   Tuesday, 23 Tishrei, 18 October 

Israel Davidson, father to Norman Davidson                                                                   Wednesday, 24 Tishrei, 19 October 

Blume Gordon, mother to Solomon Gordon                                                                    Wednesday, 24 Tishrei, 19 October 

Vera Segall, observed by Luba Segall                                                                                Wednesday, 24 Tishrei, 19 October 

Hymie Snoyman, father to Leonard Snoyman                                                                   Wednesday, 24 Tishrei, 19 October 

Hilda Isaacson, mother to Linda Berh                                                                                   Thursday, 25 Tishrei, 20 October 

Issy Levitas, observed by Vicki Schlosberg                                                                          Thursday, 25 Tishrei, 20 October 

Philip Markus, mother to Mary Lang                                                                                      Thursday, 25 Tishrei, 20 October

 Lawrie Pearl, father to Bev Fittinghoff                                                                                  Thursday, 25 Tishrei, 20 October 

Pine Street Shul 
Contact Details:

admin@pineshul.co.za
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0720335629
Rabbi Hadar
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0727641763

UPCOMING YARTZHEITS




